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DSBA General Membership Meeting Minutes
September 15, 2008

Bill Dean welcomed the members and the meeting convened at 12:15 p.m.  Bill thanked Frank Maresca and Moe’s Southwest Grill for sponsoring our lunch meeting today.  Bill introduced our new Board Member present, Dave Gunter and our new member, Dulles Marketplace.com (not present).
Bill gave come background information on Congressman Frank Wolf and introduced him to the DSBA.  Congressman Wolf provided some information on the Dulles area and on the Dulles Rail project.  Congressman Wolf spoke about the toll increases on the Greenway and the unfairness to the people who use it.  The increase makes it the most expensive road in the nation.  
Congressman Wolf spoke about the proposed energy bill and the need for it.  He told the members that we are sending $700 billion per year outside of the U.S. to support the oil shelves.  Congressman Wolf also spoke briefly on the nation’s debt.  See handouts.

Congressman Wolf introduced Secretary of Transportation Pierce Homer.  Secretary Homer gave a brief bio and talked about some of the current projects in the state of VA.  He told us that the Route 28 improvements are about finished and phase 1 of the Dulles Rail project is underway in Tyson’s Corner.  The HOT lanes on the beltway have also been started.  He hopes that the widening of Route 50 in Fairfax and Loudoun will be underway before major revenue reductions set in.
Congressman Frank Wolf and Secretary Homer opened the floor for questions.

Bob Buchanan asked for an update on the pending litigation regarding the rail project.  Secretary Homer said that 15 lawsuits have been filed.  The suit was heard in Richmond Circuit Court a week ago and he has not heard yet of the outcome.   

Bill Holtzman asked about the three roundabouts scheduled for Route 50 and if they are truly trying to improve Route 50.  Congressman Wolf said that the studies on roundabouts prove that they really do work well.  Secretary Homer spoke that these will work well in some areas – not all – and when they are used, they will work functionally for 20 years.

Bob Hess asked what they predicted the configuration for Rt. 50 and 606 would be in the year 2030.  Secretary Homer said that these roads need more grade separation and that the best way to do this is to prevent unnecessary intersections.  Bill Dean told Congressman Wolfe and Secretary Homer that the DSBA has worked extensively on the plans for Route 50 and that we support the plan of the Dulles Loop Implementation Group.  Leo Shafer gave some background information on that plan and what the DLIG supports.
Congressman Wolf and Secretary Homer took several questions both for and against the rail.  Bill Dean reminded the members that the next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 9 at 12:00 p.m. at the PVUMC then adjourned the meeting at 1:30 p.m.
